2005 Charity / Lotto blocks

To play with us, send 2 blocks for every entry.  One block will go into a pile for the winner; the other block will go to charity.  You can enter as often as you like, but please try to make each entry a little different.  They look so much nicer that way, for both the winner of the blocks and the charity quilt recipient.  Each month, I will draw 1 or more winners and announce the winner/s.  Winners will be responsible paying postage to receive the blocks.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

January

Celebrate the New Year   (one winner for every 12 blocks)

Use black background and bright fabrics.  Let those colors pop and help you celebrate!  These blocks will be used to make a fund-raiser quilt to help support the Tarahumara Orphanage.  Link: http://giveaminute.org/ 

Size: 9" finished

Pattern: any pattern, pieced, paper-pieced or applique.

Colors: Black and Brights

Due: February 1, 2005 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~      

February

Welcome My First Grandbaby   (one winner for every 20 blocks)

Help me welcome my first grandbaby by making these cute little 6" pastel blocks.  We will be using the charity blocks to make quilts for the clients at a Problem Pregnancy Center.  Link:  http://www.thecountrycellar.com/BPF/CradleQuilts.htm 

Size: 6" finished

Pattern: any, even 9-patch 

Colors: Pastels and white / WOW.  Think baby colors. 

Due: March 1, 2005

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

March

Raining Cats & Dogs (one winner for every 12 blocks)

It sure does rain a lot in March, doesn't it?  Let's turn those dreary skies to happy smiles for some foster kids by making them cat & dog quilts.

Size: 12" finished

Pattern: Any cat or dog block or a block with cat print or dog print fabric.  Pieced, paper-pieced, applique or embroidery are acceptable.

Colors: any

Due: April 1, 2005

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

April

Diamonds in the Rough (Winner take all!)

The birth stone for April is a diamond and that's what I always think of these little filler blocks.  They don't look like much on their own, but as a corner stone, or a strip of them in a scrappy quilt, they add so much sparkle to the quilt.  These will be 3" filler blocks.  Which is easiest for you?  Take your choice.

*
4-patch = 4-2" squares sewn together

*
9-patch = 9-1.5" squares sewn together in the traditional 5/4 pattern.

*
Hourglass = 2-4.25" squares cut twice diagonally and then sewn back together in an hourglass pattern.  (That makes 2 blocks.)

Size: 3" finished

Pattern: See above

Colors: any and neutral (that means white, WOW, cream or COC)

Due: May 1, 2005

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

May

It's Spring and Love Is In The Air (one winner for every 12 blocks)

These hearts will be saved for a special occasion.  I'm just not sure what that occasion is yet.  

Size: 6" finished

Pattern: any heart pattern (p, p-p, a, e, etc. yada, yada. You know the spiel by now.) 

Suggested pattern, if you're not sure what else to do: http://www.quilt.com/BlockOfTheMonth/1998/Heart.html

Color: Red hearts, any neutral background (neutral=white, WOW, cream, COC, tan, etc)

Due: June 1, 2005

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

June

Home For the Holidays (one winner for every 12 blocks)

You know you want to make a nice lap quilt to use during the holidays, but you never seem to have enough time, right?  Well, let's start it in June, to give some lucky winner a 6 month head start.  *Home* in this case is a Log Cabin.  In keeping with the "home" theme, the finished quilt will be auctioned at a fund-raiser for Habitat for Humanity.

Size: 10" finished

Pattern: Log Cabin.  Start with a 2.5"square of red.  Then cut 1.5" strips of green and cream.  Start with a red square and sew a strip of green, then another strip of green.  Go around the block, follow with a strip of cream, and then another strip of cream.  Continue until you have 2 sides with 4 strips of green, each, and the other 2 sides each have 4 strips of cream.  Believe me, it's much easier to sew than explain.  :o)

Colors: Red (center only), green and cream (see above directions)

Due: July 1, 2005

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

July

Red, White and Blue (2 winners will split the pot)

Our annual patriotic theme is even easier than ever.  I want to make it easy this month so that everyone can contribute.  Our block, this month, is the simple Roman Stripe.  For each block, cut one 2.5"x 6.5" strip of each of the 3 colors.  Then sew them together with the white strip in the center.  That's it.  And it's a great way to double check your quarter-inch seam allowances.  After you sew the 3 strips together, it should measure 6.5" square.

These quilts will be given to veterans.

Size: 6" finished

Pattern: Roman Stripe

Colors: Red, White and Blue

Due: August 1, 2005

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

August

Scrappy, Happy Days  (one winner for every 12 blocks)

Here's a fun theme that many of you voted for: Mini-Bowties.  I think it would be great to use up a bunch of scraps and know that you're helping someone.  To tie it together better, we will use a light background.  

Size: 12"

Pattern:  mini-bowtie http://quilterscache.com/M_O/MiniBowTieBlock.html

Colors: Every bowtie is a different color with a light background

Due: September 1, 2005

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

September

Lots & Lots of Polka Dots (one winner for every 12 blocks)

Are you busy with the end of summer?  Busy getting the kids ready for school?  Or maybe getting the gardening all caught up?  Or trying to fit in that one last camping trip?  So busy you're seeing spots before your eyes?  You will when you make these polka dot blocks.  Polka Dots are fun.  I'd like to have this quilt go to a kid that needs a little more fun in their life. 

Size: 9" finished

Pattern: any

Colors: Any polka dots fabric, no matter the color.  Just make sure that it contrasts enough, in the block, to see the pattern.

Due: October 1, 2005

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

October

Quilt for the Cure (one winner for every 12 blocks)

By making these quilt blocks, we are reminding everyone to take care of themselves and get your mammograms, when necessary.  The proceeds of this quilt will be donated to the Susan G. Komen Foundation to help others get screened for breast cancer.  Together, we can Quilt for the Cure.

Size: 10" finished

Pattern: any

Colors: pink and white

Due: November 1, 2005

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

November

Kids for Kids (one winner for every 8 blocks)

To celebrate National Adoption Month we will be making kid blocks.  We love our children, no matter how they come into our families and making a Boy block or a Girl block will be a perfect way to show this love.  I'd like this quilt to be donated to help support the Boys and Girls Aid Society, an adoption agency that specializes in both the "Adoption is an Option" program and helping to place special needs children. http://www.boysandgirlsaid.org/default.asp

Size: 12" finished

Pattern: any pattern for a boy or a girl.  If you can't find one, you may use the one that I will make and post in the SewManySwaps Yahoogroups file.

Colors: realistic skin & hair tones, any clothes colors and a light background that lets your "kid" stand out.

Due: December 1, 2005

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

December

Dressed to the Nines (one winner for every 20 blocks)

Everyone is busy getting ready for the holidays, but let's not forget those less fortunate.  This month, let's make it easy and fun.  

What do I mean by **Nines**?  

*
9" blocks

*
9-patch pattern

*
Let the colors of the 5 corner & center squares signify something you love to wear.   (Then have the 4 side squares be a different color.)

Size: 9" finished

Pattern: simple 9-patch

Colors: any 2 colors (5/4)

Due: January 2, 2005 (Just planning ahead.  I know the mail is not delivered on 1/1/05.)

